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assist in securing the release of schools requisitioned by
other departments.1 Parents, teachers, senior pupils, and
party organisations were mobilised to repair schools, to
cut fuel for the winter, and to provide canteens for teachers;
and every year there was a seasonal burst of criticism that
schools in this district or that were not ready for the
children.2 In the present year (1945-46) there are encourag-
ing signs of improvement: 15 million children are attending
schools in R.S.F.S.R.; and something over 28 million in
the whole of Russia. In Moscow alone 528 schools have
opened; over 20 million roubles have been spent on their
repair; and they are staffed by 19,500 teachers.3
Even the tribulations of the war years have not suppressed
the Russian enthusiasm for reforms in schools. One
advantage—perhaps the only advantage—of a centralised
system of education is that by a stroke of the pen the most
extravagant experiments can be initiated; and by another
stroke they can be discontinued. The famous Lunacharsky
decree on education, signed on 29 October 1917, four days
after the Bolsheviks seized power, and expanded in thirty-
two articles in a second decree a year later, looked forward
to a system of ten years of obligatory schooling; without
examinations and without punishments; free; organised
hi co-operative * brigades'; co-educationaL Up to 1931
there was what the Webbs describe as a period of' luxuriant
fexperiment, when the lessons of other countries were
ignored; discipline was neglected; the pupils were sup-
posed to govern the school; the teachers did as they
liked. . . .'4 In 1931 Bubnov succeeded Lunacharsky
as People's Commissar for Education and there begati a
vigorous retreat to conventional schooling. Knowledge
was taught as separate subjects with rigid, prescribed
curricula. Discipline was restored. Fees were introduced
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